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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 055989 
ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-06 ACDA-12 /081 R 

DRAFTED BY EURAVE:BMCKINLEY:MS 
APPROVED BY EUR - ROBERT E. BARBOUR 
EUR/RPM - MR. CLARK 

118344 050601Z/16 

R 040147Z MAR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ROME 
INFO AMCONSUL NAPLES 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
USMISSION USNATO 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 055989 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: IT. UR 

SUBJ: SOVIETS REQUEST SHIP REPAIR FACILITIES IN 
NAPLES 

REF: ROME 3665 AND PREVIOUS 

DEPARTMENT PREFERS NOT RPT NOT TO PRESENT NOTE VERB ALE 
TO FOREIGN MINISTRY ON THIS SUBJECT, AT LEAST AT THIS 
STAGE, SINCE A WRITTEN COMMUNICATION COULD MORE EASILY 
BE CONSTRUED AS AN UNWARRANTED INTERFERENCE. NEITHER ARE 
WE ABLE AT PRESENT TO REPRESENT ALLIED VIEWS. INSTEAD. 

EMBASSY SHOULD REPLY ORALLY TO MALFATTI ALONG FOLLOWING 
LINES: 

- AS YOU KNOW FROM AMBASSADOR GARDNER'S DISCUSSIONS WITH 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 055989 

THE DEFENSE MINISTER AND YOURSELF, AMBASSADOR RYZHOV'S 
APPROACH TO THE FARNESINA AND HIS ACTIVITIES IN NAPLES 
HAVE ATTRACTED ATTENTION AND MILD CONCERN. 

- WE SHARE YOUR VIEW THAT ANY EXPANSION OF SOVIET 
MERCHANT FLEET TRAFFIC IN PORTS USED BY ITALIAN OR 
ALLIED NAVAL VESSELS WOULD NOT RPT NOT BE DESIRABLE. 
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- WE TRUST YOU WILL KEEP US CLOSELY INFORMED OF DEVELOP- 
MENTS, INCLUDING ANY SPECIFIC PROPOSALS SUBMITTED BY 
RYZHOV OR ANOTHER. 

- INTHE CASE OF FURTHER INQUIRIES BY THE SOVIETS, IT 
WOULD BE ENTIRELY NORMAL TO SEEK ALLIED VIEWS AND 
POSSIBLY-APPLICABLE PRECEDENTS BY RAISING THE MATTER 
AT NATO. CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 
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Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 04 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE055989 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 
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Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 
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ISecure: 1 
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Line Count: 71 
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Office: ORIGIN EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 
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Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
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Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
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Review Event: 
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Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 
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